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New England V.S Chesapeake
[bookmark: _GoBack]	By the 1700s the New England and Chesapeake colonies had developed very differently. New England societies were clustered together into towns, had a mixed economy, and had a large focus on religion and education. Meanwhile the Chesapeake colonies were spread out, focused on agriculture, and had little to do with education and religion. These differences in the development of New England and Chesapeake societies by the 1700s were due largely to the Appalachian Mountains and its effect on the distinct geographies of the two societies, their differing economic focuses, and the societies’ different take on religion, government, and education. 
	The Appalachian Mountains play a big part in the development of the societies in these two regions. As you go further up the Eastern Coast of the U.S the Appalachian Mountains slant closer to the coast. This causes noticeable differences between the lower Chesapeake region and the Higher New England Colonies. New England has a very hilly landscape with rocky ground and fast flowing rivers while the Chesapeake region has flatter ground, slower rivers, and rich fertile land for agriculture. The Appalachian Mountains had very different influences on the two societies which in return had effects on the development of the societies. Because of the closeness of the mountains in New England, these societies were forced to cluster together and their spread was slowed. Since the mountains were farther away in the Chesapeake region, these societies able spread out farther, taking up more of the flat land available to them causing these societies to spread quickly (This caused major differences in the size of these societies which would prove to ultimately, later in the history of the United States, cause conflict and heated debate between them during the formation of the constitution). This drew a picture of two very different societies. The New England colonies became societies with clustered towns and families that interacted and socialized, while the Chesapeake colonies became societies with homes far away from each other and with little socialization. New England became an organic society while Chesapeake became atomistic.
	As mentioned above, The Appalachian Mountains caused major differences between the Chesapeake colonies and The New England colonies. The Chesapeake societies could, thanks to the flat arable land available, focus their economies entirely on agriculture, while the New England societies were forced to find diverse ways to get money because the rocky soil made agriculture very difficult. As a result the New England societies developed a mixed economy that had fishing, livestock, a little agriculture, masonry, and shipbuilding. This caused a difference in the way the two societies viewed indentured servants and slaves. Agriculture requires a lot of time, labor, and money, so to the Chesapeake societies indentured servants and slaves were a necessity, while the mixed economies of New England required less time and labor so indentured servants were a needless expense.  
	 The differences caused by the Appalachian Mountains described in the first paragraph caused the two societies to develop different takes on religion, education, and government.  Because of the New England societies being clustered families in towns, they became organic societies while the distant spread out societies of the Chesapeake region became atomistic. The Chesapeake societies were focused so much on agriculture that the people did not want to do anything that would take away from their time on the farm. The town was far away so going to church or going to school was too much a burden. This led to Chesapeake societies to not really care much about education and religion. On the other hand New England societies were close and had time for education and religion. These organic societies created a larger focus on these things. They ended up creating institutions for the education of priests like Harvard. The New England’s society’s organic nature also caused them to have a democratic government with town meetings and whites with land being able to vote. The Atomistic nature of Chesapeake societies caused no town hall meeting type government that New England had. The people of the Chesapeake societies did not grow to like each other as they did in New England, which further helped keep Chesapeake people from education and religion. It caused a suspicious fear that if they left their farms, a neighbor would steal from them or sabotage their farm in some way. The Chesapeake farmers were staying put. The geography of the Chesapeake society in regards to the  Appalachian mountains caused the people to be too far away from the towns to make perusing education and religion worthwhile. 
	The differing developments of the New England and Chesapeake colonies were primarily effected by the contrasting geographies. Their geographies made their different economies of mixed industry and agriculture respectively. The geography and economies affected their different social structures, clustered families and widespread farms, and their social structures caused the differences in their education and politics. These three connecting factors, geography, economy, and social, drove the different developments of the New England and Chesapeake societies. 
