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Essay
Did We Go to the Moon?
	Conspiracies about various things are all over the place. They range from the truths about the holocaust to alien invaders. Many people have heard of the particular conspiracy theory that suggests that no moon landing has ever occurred. A program that aired on Fox television on February 15th, 2001 titled “Conspiracy Theory: Did We Land on the Moon?” showed much “evidence” that supposedly proves that NASA faked the moon landings. These pieces of evidence, though having much quantity, lack completely in quality. All the evidence is faulty and while having pseudo logic, is not true or credible. As Aldous Huxley, author of “A Brave New World” and “Brave New World Revisited” and many other stories, would say, it is non-rational propaganda. There are three main points that need to be considered to prove that the conspiracy theories lack any ground: the pictures and video, the rocks, and the number of landings. 
	The pictures and videos are the biggest source of proof that the moon landings happened; they also provide the biggest source for the alleged evidence against the landings.  As mentioned above, all this evidence, including the lack of starts, the crosshair problems, lighting and shadowing problems, and perfection of the photos, can be easily explained and seems ridiculous to someone who actually knows what he or she is talking about. All the photos and videos stand up to scrutiny. One can start one by one with just the examples mentioned above: The lack of stars is due to lack of exposure,
 “The astronauts could have recorded star images in their photos by increasing exposures, but they were not there to take star pictures. The purpose of the photos was to record the astronauts' activities on the surface of the Moon” (Braeunig)
 , crosshair problems are due to common light bleeding effects, 
“What's happening here is the intense light reflecting off the white surface is bleeding in around the crosshair and saturating the film, thus obliterating the crosshair. This phenomenon is commonplace and is in no way evidence of fraud” (Braeunig) 
And lighting and shadow problems are fictional and proposed by people who only vaguely understand them, and as for all the pictures being perfect, that is a false statement. A copious amount of pictures were taken, and only the very best ones were released. Most of the pictures were not “perfect” but why would NASA release bad photos? When it comes to the video being said to be faked there is a simple argument to counter that claim. In 1969 computer graphics and video effects were just not that advanced to fake the footage, and if it were possible, the government would not be as amateur to make any obvious mistakes. 
	The greatest piece of undisputable evidence that the landings occurred were the rocks brought back. These rocks were proven by various scientific means to be non-terrestrial,
 “The Apollo Program, between missions 11 and 17, collected some 382 kilograms of moon rocks, which were brought back to Earth for analysis. Every scientist who has studied these rocks has accepted that they are of non-terrestrial origin” (Shaw)
 So many rocks from the moon brought back, all proven to be actually from the moon, how can one argue that a moon landing has never occurred? Some skeptics believe that the rocks could have been brought back by robots. First of all transporting over 800 pounds of rock is actually more difficult than a manned mission to the moon, and secondly,
 “Perhaps the greatest case for the Apollo landings exists in the variety of rock samples collected. A robotic mission would be limited to a random collection of samples in the lander's immediate vicinity. However, the Apollo astronauts visited vastly different geological sites and were able to roam about the surface looking for particularly interesting and valuable specimens” (Braeunig) 
The “souvenirs” brought back from the moon, the sheer number of them, and their amazing quality is the ultimate proof of the moon landing short of actually going up and seeing the flag and footprints yourself (which frankly isn’t worth the money). 
	Finally the last logical point that this essay makes is the number of moon landings. There are many given reasons why the United States would fake a moon landing: ranging from distracting from Vietnam and the Cold War to winning the Space Race at all costs. The U. S only had to fake one landing, 
“As Charlie Duke, an astronaut on the Apollo 16 mission said, ‘we have been to the Moon nine times. Why would we fake it nine times, if we faked it?’ It is a pertinent question and it does seem that if you are going to tell a lie, it is far easier to do it once and then stop, than to keep exaggerating the lie over the course of the next few years” (Shaw)
If a lie is made nine times over, there is a great chance that a big mistake would have been made and the whole hoax would have been given away. No mistake was made, and no hoax was revealed (besides the silly conspiracy theories that this essay is refuting) therefore the moon landing actually happened.  Another note would be that furthering a lie nine separate times would be ridiculous as it would cost millions of dollars for nothing. 
	All in all, though there may be much supposed evidence for a conspiracy involving a moon landing hoax, all this evidence lacks depth. It can easily and logically be explained away, and the other evidence for the landing actually happening is too extensive and credible to be fraudulent. Ladies and Gentlemen, we have landed on the moon.    
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