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	There were 13 colonies carved out of British North America. The people of the colonies were fundamentally of English origin, however three distinct societies with contrasting social and economic systems developed in British North America: the Northern, or New England, colonies, the Middle colonies, and the Southern colonies. These three colonial regions evolved differently due primarily to the effects of the Appalachian Mountains on the society, which affected the regions’ economic practices and social systems: The Northern and Southern colonies differed in mixed and farming economies and in organic and atomistic societies respectively with the Middle colonies a blend of both. In addition to the Appalachian Mountains, the immigrants’ rationales and customs also directed the evolution of British North America into these three distinct regions of North, Middle, and South.
	The Northern colonies can be effectively represented by Massachusetts (at that time also including the current state of Maine). Massachusetts and the Northern colonies can be described by mixed economy and organic societies. The Appalachian Mountains run close to the Atlantic coast in the North. This caused Massachusetts colonists to be faced with hard rocky soil, fast flowing rivers, a multitude of trees, and a colder climate. These factors were essential to the development of Massachusetts’ and the northern colonies’ mixed economy of ship building, masonry, commerce, banking, and with only a bit of farming and raising livestock as seen in document D. The bad soil mentioned above did not allow for Massachusetts to invest in large scale farming as the southern colonies did; however, it did supply a good quantity of stones. That led to the colonies to find economic revenue through other means, including stone masonry. The large number of trees were cut down to make room for their towns and used for ship building. The available boats and ships, and lack of ability to produce food from the ground led to the northern colonists to hunt for food from the ocean in the form of fishing. The colony developed a mixed economy with various trades that could provide the necessities and commerce that the colonists needed (Document E). The Appalachian Mountains not only shaped the Massachusetts and Northern economies but the social factors as well. The Mountains greatly constricted the spread of the colonies and forced them into clusters of towns because of the difficulty in traversing the rocky terrain and unnavigable speedy rivers. This made for organic societies with families that interacted with each other. The closeness of homes also allowed more availability in the practice of religion and education, which is in contrast to the Southern colonies (which had little time for the two). The cold climate also slowed the spread of disease and allowed for more people staying alive and families to grow. The presence of families along with a mixed economy that required less labor (in comparison to Southern agriculture) made no need for indentured servants and slaves in Massachusetts (although the Northern colonies did have a few indentured servants and sometimes a slave or two).  Aside from the Appalachian Mountains, the Northern colonists’ rationale for settling was a large contributor to the development of the social systems of Massachusetts. The main reason for settlement was the freedom to practice their Puritan religion. The Puritans, especially the Separatists, thought of the Church of England as corrupt, and needed a place to practice and impose their religious views. They finally got charters to start Puritan colonies in the north.  This made the colony of Massachusetts have a big focus on religion; moreover a religion that had a big focus on family and education (document B). To Puritans family was very important so the settlers came with full family in tow, and the families closely interacted with one another in their clustered organic societies. Puritans believed that the people needed to be educated so that they may read. They especially needed to read so that they could read the bible and practice their religion. Massachusetts, and the other northern colonies, was also big on government because of the Puritan religions. They believed in male landholders being able to vote. Massachusetts had town meetings in which voting could take place. They also had laws, laced with the Puritan belief, which governed how the towns should be made (document D) and how the people should work together in an organic society (document B). 
	The Middle colonies were mainly a blend of the North and South. Aspects of both could be found in different regions of each colony; however, the Middle colonies became distinct largely due to non-English immigration and the Quakers. This can be effectively represented through Pennsylvania. Pennsylvania showed many parallels with the north. It was colonized due to religious freedom for the Quakers, and, unlike the north, religious freedom was given to other Christians (documents H and A). The Quakers were not liked by Puritans and other Protestants alike, but they were peaceful, simple and non-violent. They searched for a place to be able to freely practice their religion. William Penn, a Quaker and the founder of Pennsylvania, believed that the government should be strong (document H) (as in the north) and it should allow for all the colonists to practice their religion. Pennsylvania also had organized towns, as the north did, with meeting places, parks, civil buildings, and education centers like schools (document I). The Middle colonies had a mixed economy like the north but also practiced agriculture as the south did. Because of the accepting nature of the Quaker government, many non-English immigrants such as the Germans, Dutch, Irish, and Scot-Irish made a large impact on the societies (document A). They added in their own social customs and added their own minority groups to the mix. They contributed various influences such as house types, kindergartens, and more forms of alcohol such as beer. 
	The Southern colonies developed entirely different economic and social systems from the North. As the north was represented by Massachusetts, The South can be represented by the differing colony of Virginia. Like Massachusetts, the development of Virginia’s economic and social systems can be attributed to The Appalachian Mountains and the settlers’ rationales; however, they caused Virginia and the south to head in a direction almost entirely polar to Massachusetts and the North. While the north was a mixed economy, the south was agricultural, and while Massachusetts was an organic society, Virginia was atomistic.  Again, this was largely due to the Appalachian Mountains’ effects. The Mountains are close to the coast in the north, but in the south the Mountains were significantly farther away. The distance of the mountains caused the Southern colonies to have wide open planes, arable and fertile land, and slow navigable rivers: a situation perfect for large scale agriculture. The settlers of Virginia were mainly single men that were looking for an alternative to gain wealth, for they were usually the younger children of nobles and did not receive land due to English laws of primogeniture, so they developed a society that was primarily focused on the production of big cash crops such as tobacco (document C), along with rice and cotton. Agriculture gave their economy the revenue and food they needed; however, it was an occupation that required copious amounts of time, land, and effort. The large amounts of land needed for agriculture caused the society to be very spread out and not much interaction to occur, while the geography allowed for this spread out society because of the flat plains and navigable rivers that could be used for transportation. The climate was also much hotter so diseases spread out faster. Death rates were higher and children were dying; moreover, women, and therefore families and children were scarce (document F). When families did occur, all the labor and time was needed for the farms. There was no time for religion and education (as in Massachusetts and the North) because the town was too far away. They could not take the time to travel to go to church and school. The large need for labor could not be fulfilled by families as in Massachusetts, so Virginia had to look for another source: indentured servants (document G) and slaves. The planters bought their helping hands. They soon became dependent on this outside source of labor that became an intricate part of their economy, society, and also politics until the end of the civil war.  All these aspects of the Virginian and other societies added up to create something entirely different from Massachusetts and the North. 
	In conclusion the North and South were truly the two poles of British North America, with the Middle colonies as a mix of both, with a dash of distinction entirely different from the two. Massachusetts was shaped by the Appalachian Mountains and the Puritan family settlers to be an organic society with a large focus on religion, family, and education, and an economy that was a mix of several trades including shipbuilding, masonry, and fishing. The South was shaped by the Appalachian Mountains and single male settlers in a completely different way. Virginia became a society that was entirely focused agriculture: mainly the production of cash crops like Tobacco, cotton, and rice, and had a spread out atomistic society that included slaves. The middle colonies blended all of these in different areas while it largely influenced by non-English settlers that gave their own flavors to the colonies. The North, Middle, and South became the three distinct societies of British North America. 

	
