Gano Hasanbegovic
Mr. Mcleran
AP US History 1A
2/26/13
DBQ
Indians
	The Indians, who were once the owners of all of the Americas, have slowly and steadily lost land to the whites ever since the first colonies arrived. By the late nineteenth century the remaining Indian tribes were pushed far out west and were barely hanging on to their ways of life. Their lives would be forever changed by technological advances and government actions. The lives of the Indians would change in social, political, and economic aspects largely due to the Dawes Severalty Act of 1887 and railroads. 
	The railroads crossing and connecting the west, as shown in document A, was a primary cause of social change to the lives of the Indians. Because now the west was interconnected with the rest of the United States through seams of iron and steel, troops, farmers, cattle men, sheepherders, settlers, and others, along with resources, could get to the west in fast effective ways. This caused even more population to migrate west and push the Indians farther into places that were inhospitable for others, though even these places were starting to be taken up due to new irrigation technologies. The rails, farmers, settlers, and cattle herders all took up Indian land sand made the Indians’ nomadic lifestyles even harder to live by. What may be of most significance was that these railroads and the people using them were killing off buffalo, which were essential to Indian lifestyle. As buffalo dwindled, this caused further disunity of the Indian people, who now had to compete against each other for these resources, and as buffalo kept disappearing, the nomadic social life of the Indians would be doomed and disappear along with them. 
	The Dawes act also greatly changed Indian society. The main goal of the Dawes act was to Americanize the Indians. It took away all their lands, put them on reservations, and forced them to live as individual families, taking away all land from the tribe and giving land to families, “allot lands in said reservation in severalty to any Indian located thereon in quantities as follows: To each head of a family … to each single person over eighteen years of age” (document B), and schooled them to be American. Because of the Dawes act, the Indians’, “old-fashioned customs [were] dying out among them gradually” (document D). The vast majority of Indian land was taken and sold to railroad companies, as shown in document A, the proceeds of which were used to educate and civilize the Indians; they were forced to English, which would tear away at their culture by getting rid of their languages, wear white clothing, and live in houses, now unable to live their nomadic lifestyle “With a few exceptions all live in frame houses, all wear citizens’ clothes, most [of] them speak English, nearly all between ten and twenty-five years of age can read and write” (document D).
	 This all caused tension among the society. Many older Indians were against the schools and new ways of life and this caused argument and conflict between what was once a unified tribe. Communication problems also arose as children who were sent off to schools to be Americanized and then, now knowing only English, could not communicate with their families who spoke only their native languages. A social barrier was made due to some Indians now speaking English, while other, older Indians only speaking native languages. This further caused destruction of their old culture by destroying the tradition of listening to elders as leaders. Due to the Dawes act the Indians had to abandon nomadic and tribal ways and live in individual family homes. They slowly were losing their culture and language. The tribe was effectively being killed and the individual, Americanized, Indian was born.
	The Dawes act changed the Indians’ lives politically as well.  With the Dawes act, many tribes were dissolved as legal entities; tribal land ownership was wiped out, and gave Indians citizenship as long as they behaved like good white settlers. This caused an incentive for the Indians to conform and change their lives. If they wanted rights and land, they had to act like Americans. This political change ended the notation of the Indians being part of a separate nation that was not under the laws of the U.S. Now the Indians had to follow all of the laws implemented by the government, and the government could do whatever their wanted to the Indians. Because the Indians now had to listen to the government, enforcing education to assimilate Indians and get rid of their culture was a lot easier. Children were taken away and taught to be American, and either becoming fully separate from their old tribe and families, or, if they returned, unable to communicate or relate to them. 
	The railroads, as already mentioned above, also caused economic changes to the lives of Indians.  As mentioned above the railroads’ initial contribution to changing the lives of Indians was the killing of the buffalo, which was essential to Indian economy. Indian’s used buffalo for many aspects of their lives, turning the massive creature into food, clothing, shelter, and tools. Buffalo was a valuable economic resource for the Indians. The initial dwindling, causing the resource to become rarer caused much economic competition between the tribes, and as the population of buffalo reached low extremes, the economies of the Indians suffered greatly as well. Without their buffalo, Indians were forced to turn to get economic help from the U. S government and accept treaties, give up lands, and live on reservations in return for food and supplies.  
	Document C shows a dramatic decrease in tillable and cultivated land, grains, and cattle in a reservation. These economic changes can be accounted for party because of railroads taking up useful land, whether for farming or for grazing, from the Indians. Land being taken up by the settlers and farmers off the railroads, and the railroads themselves, left nothing for the Indians.  Later, thanks to the Dawes act taking all Indians land and redistributing some to individual families, as shown in document B, the rest of the land was sold to railroad companies, as shown in document A, and the Indians had less land to economically work with. The railroads took the Indians’ ability to hunt buffalo and feed their horses and cattle, and the Dawes Act forced them to become farmers instead of nomads, and their economies dramatically changed because of it. 
[bookmark: _GoBack]	To summarize, the lives of the Indians were dramatically changed in the late nineteenth century largely due to the Dawes act and Railroads. These life changes ranged from social to political, to economical, and more. The Indians would lose their independent tribal statuses, loose their land, their main economic resource, and start to lose their culture and themselves. 
