[bookmark: _GoBack]Gano Hasanbegovic
Mr. Mcleran
AP U.S History 1A
2/4/13
Reconstruction Essay
Equality for Slaves
	Once the Civil War had ended in America, the blacks had gone from slaves to freed men, and along with the Reconstruction of the Union, there was an agenda by the Republican Party to being social and economic equality to these new people. They tried with the 14th and 15th amendments, and with military reconstruction, but ultimately Reconstruction (1865-1877) failed to bring the measures of equality blacks needed and blacks did not get equality until the 1960s and 70s. Even today one may argue that blacks do not have full equality. The failure of Reconstruction to bring social and economic equality can be accounted for when considering the pre-emancipation laws for blacks, specifically the lack of education offered to them, along with the South fighting for white supremacy and corruption, racism, and lack of care. 
	Big underlining factors for the lack of social and economic equality brought by Reconstruction are the policies toward black slaves before their emancipation. By law blacks were not allowed to learn to read and write, or be educated in any meaningful way. Because of these circumstances not allowing education for the blacks, when they were freed the freedmen were largely unprepared for their new lives. This caused many of the blacks to be tricked into being tied back to the land by their former masters and never reaching the economic equality of their white counterparts. The freedmen were also pushed into legislation and, due to their unpreparedness, made many mistakes that affirmed the southerners’ beliefs that blacks were inferior and social equality was made impossible. One cannot be socially equal when they do not get education and preparedness needed for life and are consequentially looked down on. 
	 Another factor that accounted for Reconstruction’s failure to bring social and economic equality to the freedmen was the South’s fight to preserve white supremacy. This was achieved through laws such as the Jim Crow laws, black codes, grandfather clauses, and the literacy tests, and the actions of the Ku Klux Klan. Laws restricting and bringing disadvantages to blacks created a brick wall between then and economic equality. The black codes and later Jim Crow laws helped in keeping blacks as a subservient labor force and tie them to the land and stopping them from making any economical progression. Because of these laws blacks could not rise up in social or economic class, for they would not get any gains, they would be in deep debts to their former masters.  The literacy tests and grandfather clauses effectively made it so that blacks were kept from the vote. Consequentially their voices could not be represented and they lost their only power as citizens. This effectively kept social equality with their white counterparts a long ways out of reach. The KKK also fought to preserve white supremacy and keep social equality away by fostering and acting upon the racism and hate for the blacks. That would create a fear in the freedmen and kindle the fires of hate in the southern whites for blacks and supporters of blacks. This effectively caused blacks to be shunned, and made a fear of supporting blacks. They isolated the blacks and halted their progress to any gain in social equality. 
	Lastly, corruption, racism, and lack of care and help caused Reconstruction to fail in providing economic and social equality to the blacks.  The freedmen’s bureau was meant to help blacks and poor whites, but because of corruption the bureau was not helping the blacks as much as it should have been. Much of the land that was meant to be given to blacks to help them gain equal economic opportunity was never put into their hands, but sold for profit. Instead the blacks were tricked into sharecropping and losing their economic opportunities. By the end of the Reconstruction period many people also stopped caring for the blacks. Racism was in the North and South; blacks were not liked anywhere, so the efforts to bring them equality during reconstruction was not as strong as they could have been (shown by lack of implementing more radical plans like those of Thaddeus Steven’s). Women, who were big advocates of equality of blacks, were also lost to cause after the 14th and 15th amendments failed to bring woman’s rights as well. Without some of the blacks’ biggest supporters, the fight for social and economic equality for the former slaves during reconstruction was lost. Finally the compromise of 1877 which ended reconstruction, also called the corrupt bargain part 2, was an indicator that the Republicans had sold out the blacks. They had left them to the southerners’ hands and given up on social and economic equality for the freedmen. 
	It can be clearly seen why Reconstruction failed to bring economic and social equality for the blacks. The laws stopping blacks from getting and education made them unprepared for their new lives as freedmen, and their unpreparedness caused them to be looked down upon, while the south was implementing laws and taking action to keep white supremacy alive and the nation which was to help the blacks was dealing with corruption and lack of interest. 
