[bookmark: _GoBack]     Justice is virtue, and virtue is knowledge. That conclusion can be made from the argument Socrates makes in Plato's Republic. That, along with both justice and knowledge, while being good for the sake of which one could do many things with both, are all so good in-and-of-themselves. I have been aware of these thoughts long before I ever read The Republic, though now I understand them better, and they have greatly influenced my intellectual development when I look back to my past.
     As justice is good in-and-of-itself, it is logical to say that it is always better to be just and suffer injustice, than to cause injustice. As a child I suffered much injustice in the form of bullying. Some may think that was unfortunate; however, my just reactions to that injustice made me who I am today. I could have tried to bully back, but instead I focused my time, energy, and mind to knowledge. I knew that intelligence was something that no bully could hinder from me. I studied more and more and fell in love with knowledge itself. It may have been the best thing I ever did, and continue to do. Knowledge gave me self-esteem, happiness, virtues, great ideas, and much more. I developed an early love of knowledge, a capability to learn a lot, and a good work ethic. I also stayed kind and forgiving, and with my knowledge I helped my former bullies in school and gained their respect and friendship. 
