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A Book In A Sentence 
 “Life’s but a walking shadow; a poor player, that struts and frets his hour upon the stage, and then is heard no more; it is a tale told by an idiot, full of sound and fury, signifying nothing” (Macbeth.V.v.27-31). This quote  describes the play in that many of the main characters have their times of interest and times of irrelevance, there is needless violence brought up by bad decisions,  and in how Macbeth’s life is always within the shadow of another person.
When Macbeth says “a poor player, that struts and frets his hour upon the stage, and then is heard no more” this describes many of the characters in the play. They all have a certain time to be important on stage, but eventually they are either killed or simply forgotten. It all starts with the soldier. He is important in the beginning when he is giving an account of Macbeth and the war, but then he is soon forgotten. Next comes Duncan who is the great king. He too ends up being killed after his hour is up. Banquo, Fleance, and the murderers had their time, but after Banquo’s death Fleance and the murders never showed up again. Even Macbeth himself, “frets” through most of the book, but at the end he is killed, and his time is up. 
In the lines “It is a tale told by an idiot, full of sound and fury, signifying nothing” (Macbeth.v.v.29-30) Shakespeare is telling us that the whole play is pointless and idiotic for all the blood and gore in it, and the characters idiotic for the hate, warring, and the violence that they pursue.  He is saying that there is no point in the “sound and fury” that this play is full of. Macbeth’s path of violence was stupid and just ended up getting him killed. 
  The first part of the quote “Life’s but a walking shadow; a poor player,” (Macbeth.v.v.27) , describes Macbeth’s life. Throughout the play Macbeth is always shadowed by another person. He is a great warrior and gets the title of Thane of Cawdor and becoming closer to the line to becoming king, but Malcolm is the one that becomes the Prince of Cumberland and heir to the throne(Macbeth.i.iv.44-46). Macbeth becomes the new king of Scotland, but is never as good as the famous King Duncan, and when Malcolm becomes king, Macbeth will just be forgotten. Duncan was praised as king (Macbeth.i.vii.16-19), while Macbeth was called a tyrant (Macbeth.iv.iii.207). Then there is Banquo, who is destined to be greater than Macbeth, happier than Macbeth, and have his lineage of kings “Lesser than Macbeth and Greater. Not so happy, yet much happier. Thou shalt get kings, though thou be none” (Macbeth.i.iii.66-71).
The whole play of Macbeth is within these few lines “Life’s but a walking shadow; a poor player, that struts and frets his hour upon the stage, and then is heard no more; it is a tale told by an idiot, full of sound and fury, signifying nothing”(Macbeth.v.v.27-31). These lines describe the lives of the main characters, the pointless plot, and the life of Macbeth. 
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