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[bookmark: _GoBack]The film was The Last Temptation of Christ by Martin Scorcese.  It was released in 1998. The film was based on the book The Last Temptation of Christ by Nikos Kazantzakis. Some of the actors were Willem Dafoe as Jesus, Harvey Keitel as Judas, Barbara Hershey as Mary Magdalene, and Verna Bloom as Mary, mother of Jesus.  I thought that the film was pretty interesting. It made you feel the emotions that should be felt and portrayed the things going on well. The actors did a pretty good job; it felt as if they were really doing the things in the movie, and feeling the things the characters felt. 
There were a lot of things that were portrayed accurately in the film. The first scene starts off with Jesus and Judas walking side by side. Judas was just making a promise that if Jesus took one step off the path, he would kill him. Then Jesus sees a group of people dragging Mary Magdalene to some sort of clearing and making a circle around her to stone her to death. As they start throwing stones, Jesus yells at them to stop, saying that he doesn’t want this. He goes to the middle of the circle to protect Mary. She clings to his feet. An older man says something along the lines of “Who cares what you want” , and states that she was a prostitute, and also a Jew, going to Sabbath and all that paraphernalia , and that she broke Moses’ Laws and must be stoned.  Jesus picks up two stones, gives the man a threatening look, and then starts making a speech. He talks about how God loves all, forgives all, and how everybody has sinned, and that only someone who has never sinned may throw these stones. He goes on to Challenge anyone to come forth and take the stones in his hand and throw them.  When a man declares that he has nothing to hide, he comes up to take the stones. Jesus throws the smaller of the stones at him then gives him the bigger one; he says “Here, take this one, its bigger”.  As the man is about to throw the stones Jesus stops him, and warns him that God sees all. He then talks about how God sees the man cheat his workers, and having an affair with a widow. As he says “…Widow, what was her name” a man from the crowd yells out Judith. The man scowls a bit then goes back to the crowd embarrassed.  There were many prostitutes in that time period; prostitution is called “The old profession”. There were prostitutes who were not Jewish, and ones that were.  Prostitution was illegal in Jewish law, so a Jewish prostitute would most likely be stoned to death. Stoning was a popular form of punishment for Jews. The next scene was when Jesus was talking to Judas about a prophecy. Jesus and Judas are sitting together, talking about the rebellion. Jesus informs Judas that there was a change in the plan, and that he now understands completely what must be done. Jesus talks about how a man came up to him and showed him a prophecy on a scroll that appeared blank. Jesus said that he could read the scroll and he starts to read while his hands move from right to left. Jesus states that he must be sacrificed, crucified as “the lamb of God”.  Judas starts to complain how he keeps changing his mind and how he cannot die, they need him. Jesus apologizes and says that God only gives him information a bit at a time, and that this is what needs to happen.  In that time period they would have been speaking and writing in Hebrew. The Hebrew language is written from right to left, just as the Arabic language is. It is correct when it shows Jesus reading the prophecy right to left. Also it is accurate to show that the prophecy was written on a scroll, for they did not have regular paper as we do now, and there was many writing in scroll form, a prophecy would be written on one. Jesus did end up being crucified. Crucifixion was Rome’s favorite way of punishing people who were meddlesome, or a threat to Rome. They used crucifixion as a billboard, or an advertisement, stating “Do not mess with Rome”. 
The movie was very well done but there were a few things that were not very accurate.  There is a scene in the beginning of the movie where Jesus leaves Nazareth.  The scene starts with Jesus’ mother wrapping something in a cloth and asking Jesus about him leaving. She asks if he was sure that it is God telling him to go, or if it was the Devil, Satan. She says if it is the devil, he can be cast away. Jesus replies “But what if it’s God? God cannot be cast away”. Then he leaves.  In Judaism there is not a devil like in Christianity. There is a  ha-satan, the adversary, but it was not the same as a devil. So Jesus’ mother would not have suggested if it was the Devil. Also, they would not have been using the English language. The film would have been more correct if they were speaking in Hebrew with English subtitles.  There was also a scene where Jesus makes crosses for the Romans. It is the beginning of the movie where it shows Jesus making crosses for the Romans, and then Judas comes in and starts yelling at Jesus for making crosses that Jews are being crucified on. He beats up Jesus a little and breaks a cross. Afterwards it shows Jesus carrying the cross bar to the site of crucifixion while the condemned man was dragged there, then he constructed the cross on the ground. The man to be crucified was nailed to the cross while he was on the ground then the cross was put up.  Jesus was a carpenter, but I doubt that he made crosses for Romans. Romans were good builders and could make their own crosses. Also, crosses were not made beforehand and in reserve. What usually happened was that the stipe or the upright part of the cross was already in place and that the condemned would carry his crossbar or patibulum to the cross. His hands would be nailed to the bar then dropped in place.  Jesus would not have been carrying the bar, the condemned would. The role of Judas was played by a red headed man. I believe that there were no red heads in Israel.
This film was trying to work within the time period that Jesus was alive. There were many correct things about the time and a few incorrect. For instance, there is a scene where Jesus is making his first speech after saving Mary Magdalene from being stoned. He gathers everyone around and tells them a story. The story is simple; a farmer who is planting seeds. Some are eaten by birds, some are dried up, but some grow.  He is the farmer, the listeners are the ground, and the seeds are love. Many people protest and disregard what he says, saying that they need food, bread, water, money, and all that paraphernalia.  He tries to settle them down, and tell them that with justice and love they will get food and money and happiness and that the rich will end up with nothing.  This brings many of the crowd to a frenzy and they run off, rioting, yelling “Kill the rich”. The clothing of the crowd was very well done. It looked as if it was clothing from that time, ragged robes, scarves, tunics, etc. It even looked as if the clothing was not “Shatnez” or a mix of linen and wool, which was not allowed in Jewish law. Most of the clothing looked like there was no wool.  It also showed many of the problems and conflicts regular people had at the time. They were hungry, they could use more money, there was violence, and people hated the rich.  There was also the first scene where it showed Jesus inside his home. The camera shows the house a bit. It shows how it is made of stone and many things on the walls, mostly tools.  Then it shows Jesus making a cross using old tools. The wooden door bursts open and Judas comes in. He takes some water from what looks like a pot and he washes his hands and face.  This scene accurately portrays how a carpenter’s house would look like in that time.  The house made of stone, or clay, with old tools around, and an uneven wooden door. It also shows that the cross being made was not perfect. It was not a perfect rectangle, but they made it as well as they could in the time. 
The point of the film was to show Jesus’ humanity and eternal spiritual conflict. It states this at the very beginning of the film. These themes are shown throughout the movie.  There is a scene where Jesus is talking to a man that works at a monastery.  The man tells Jesus how the now dead leader of the monastery saw something special in Jesus.  Jesus denied it, saying how he had a lot of sins, and a lot of demons inside. He talked about how he was scared, and how he wanted to be rebellious.  This shows that Jesus was hardly perfect. He was human, had feelings, fears, and demons within him, and that there was conflict within his own spirit.  There was also a scene where Jesus was in the middle of a desert. He drew a circle around there and sat, and waited.  He was tested by the devil three times. The first time the devil was a snake and tempted him with women, the second the devil was a lion and tempted him with power, and the third the devil was fire and tempted him with more power and food, in the form of an apple.  Jesus struggles but resists him. This shows further spiritual conflict, and when the devil says he will return, this shows that the conflict is eternal. The devil will never give up. 
  

