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Movie Review
	I did my movie review on The Message. It was directed by Moustapha Akkad and some major actors were Anthony Quinn, Irene Papas, and Michael Ansara. The film was released in 1977. I generally thought that the movie was pretty good. I liked how it accurately showed the rise of Islam, and the beginning of the Islamic faith. The acting was also pretty well done. It is interesting how well they dealt with not showing Mohammad on screen.
	There were many things that were accurate about this movie. Some of them were how they have the kind of clothes Arabs would wear during that time, the dates mentioned in the movie, and the social customs of Pagan Arabs at the time. In the beginning of the film there is an introduction the narrator talks about Mohammad being born in Mecca 600 years after Jesus’ death, the Ka’ba, and the many pagan Arabs making pilgrimages to Mecca for the Ka’ba which housed over 360 different Gods. While he is talking it shows the city of Mecca with many Arabs making pilgrimages or trading. This scene is accurate first of all because they have the time period right. Islam began to come about during the 600s. There were also many different pagan gods in the Ka’ba at the time, and this made Mecca a prosperous city. The many different people coming to Mecca for religious reasons often bought things from the market or traded. Mecca got a lot of money from these people. There is another scene in the very beginning of the movie where it shows three horsemen on a journey together riding in the desert. They are in kind of baggy white robes and have their heads covered. They then split and go to three different empires. One goes to the Byzantine Empire, another goes to Persia, and the last goes to Alexandria. This scene is also accurate. The obvious thing this scene is accurate is the fact that the setting is correct. Arabia is in a desert, and Alexandria, Byzantium, and Persia were empires at the time, and Islam did spread to all those places. The clothing that the riders were was also correct. It is advantageous to wear white to reflect the sun, baggy so that air can circulate, and cover your heads so that you don’t get heat stroke. Also, traditionally the followers of Mohammed wore white. 
	This document influenced how I read documents about this period in a couple of ways. It let me get a good picture of how trading was in the post classical period, it taught me about how the Pagan Arabs worshiped, and what their gods meant to them, and how Arab communities worked socially. There is a scene where a Muslim comes home late at night from a meeting and gets caught by his parents.  They are arguing a bit and the son accidentally tips over a figure of the god their family believes in. The parents freak out and beg for forgiveness and are worried about what they are going to do now, that god has helped their family for many years. This scene helps me understand how much they believed in their gods. They thought that these gods were real, and were making big differences in their lives. This also helps me understand why it was very hard for Islam to spread in Mecca among older people because they firmly believed in their gods that they could see, and that helped them.  In another scene, Muslims are trying to convince the King of Assyria to let them stay in his country, while the king’s friend, someone from Mecca is trying to convince the king that he should send them back to Mecca. The man from Mecca talks about how the Muslims are rebels and heretics. He says that they make the son disobey his father, which is really bad, and how they threaten the society and gods. The Muslims make their case about how they believe in the one God as the Assyrian king, who is Christian, does, and how the wealthy and powerful of Mecca are mean and corrupt and how they worship stone and wood. The Man from Mecca then interjects saying how he cannot stand this bad talk about his religion, and how it is not the form they worship but the spirit within. This scene helped me further understand animism and the religion of Pagan Arabs, and it also helped me understand that in their society the children should always listen to their father, and believe as he does. 
	This film is really trying to work within a historical time period. At the beginning of the movie there is a note that the movie has been approved of accuracy and fidelity by the scholars and historians of Islam-The University of Al-Azhar in Cairo, The High Islamic Congress of the Shiat in Lebanon. The beginning of the film then goes on with a narration of when this movie is and giving a time period. It is in 610 A.D in Mecca.  Later on it also talks about the three worst years of Mohammad’s life, and when the Hajirah was, when the Muslims went to Medina. This movie was about the historical events that was the rise of Islam. 
	One of the points of this movie is the early struggles Islam had with being accepted by the people of Mecca and of Arabia, then the turn of events that led to Islam’s massive expansion and triumph. The first part of this point is shown well when the Muslims announced themselves to Mecca and marched arm in arm to the Ka’ba while saying “God is Great” or in Arabic it would be something like “Allahu Egber”. While they made their way to Mecca the population of Mecca was trying to stop them and threw stones at them.  This shows that Islam did not have a warm welcome in Mecca. People were not very willing to give up their many gods that help them and cause money to be brought into the city.  A good example of the second point is at the end of the movie. The ruling family of Mecca gives Mecca to Islam, accepting defeat and the fact that Islam has become too big to fight against. They then Join Islam, accepting god as the only God and Mohammad as the messenger of God. Then Mohammad and the Muslims come into Mecca without any struggle and go to the Ka’ba. A man climbs to the top of the Ka’ba and calls everyone to gather around. Mohammad enters the Ka’ba and gets rid of all the Idols of the Pagan gods. This shows how Islam has grown vast and powerful. The Muslims enter Mecca victorious after years of struggle. 


