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All Quiet on the Western Front
	This movie was made in 1930 and directed by Lewis Milestone. Some major actors were Louis Wolheim as Kat, Lew Ayres as Paul, and William Bakewell as Albert.  The film was pretty good. The point of the film being not on the sides of the war, but of just the men killed in it and the horrors of war was interesting.
	Some of the things accurately shown in the movie included the initial enthusiasm for the war, and the common belief that the war was going to be over quick. In the first scene a man finds out that his mailman has joined the army. The man says that he would join if it were not going to be over in a few months. It is true that at first people though that world war one was going to be a quick war that will be finished by Christmas. In a following scene, a Professor is talking to his class while a sort of parade for the army is going on. He is giving an enthusiastic lecture about the honor of serving one’s country, and he convinces the whole class into enlisting into the army. There was a lot of enthusiasm about the war at first. Every country needed to prove itself at one point in a war; that was common thought. Men wanted the honor and glory of war. Many people were enthusiastic about it, and they thought that it would not last long. It would be good to just get some “experience”.
	Some of the few things inaccurately shown in the movie were the pranks the men pulled and the German and English talking. There is a scene while Paul and his friends are in training when they get really irritated at a superior officer, Himmelstoss, and decide to get some payback. They pull a prank on him in the middle of the night by tripping him and tying him up and tossing him into some mud. These sort of pranks would not be very common and they probably would not have gotten off without any punishment. There is another scene when Paul is in a trench and he stabs an Englishman. When they are trying to talk to one another Paul is speaking in English and the Englishman’s words were muted. This would not have been like that. The German, Paul, would be speaking German, and the Englishman would be speaking English. The weird communication between Germans and Englishmen, and the pranks pulled are some of the things inaccurately portrayed in this film
	This film was actually trying to work within a historical time frame. In one scene, German and English soldiers were fighting each other with trench warfare. The movie was meant to be in world war one. They did use trench warfare at the time and it caused much death. They also were in uniforms that were used in  that time period, and they used old style breech loading rifles. This can also be seen in an earlier scene when Paul and his friends were at training. All the people were in old uniforms and guns, and were marching in ways that they would have in that time. The film really was trying to work within the historical time period during world war one. 
[bookmark: _GoBack]	The point of the movie is clearly stated as a sort of tribute to all the men who were destroyed by world war one, no matter the side. This is shown at the beginning of the film when there is a message to the audience stating that this movie is not an accusation, confession, or an adventure. It is simply there to “tell of a generation of men who, even though they may have escaped its shells, were destroyed by the war…”. This clearly states the point of the movie being on the men, not the sides of the war. This tribute to the men who died is also shown at the very end of the movie. The last scene shows the main protagonist finally dying. He gets sniped while trying to catch a butterfly. While his dying hand unclenches, the picture fades to a graveyard of countless crosses; it shows a copious amount of graves for the men who died fighting. This is a final tribute to those men who died meaninglessly for a pointless war. The point of this movie was to show that war was horrible, and to tell about the men who died in it, or were affected by it.
