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Change Over Time Rewrite 
Islam Change Over Time In West Africa Rewrite
		West Africa experienced changes after Islam arrived in West Africa through government, religion, and writing.
	In the beginning West Africa did not have any real empires. There were mostly chiefdoms, nomads, decentralized states, and small civilizations. West Africa did not have a centralized political system and law. The nomads would trade with themselves and their agricultural neighbors. This is because in Africa the many people were organized into patriarchal tribes, and held with that identity. What changed was the Songhay Empire was made. The Songhay became Islamic because Islam had a readymade political system, with laws and government that was easy to follow. The law and government was laid out in the Quran, Hadiths, and Sharia. What stayed the same was the continuing of trade. This is because Islam greatly promoted trade. Islam liked merchants because the founder, Muhammad, was himself a merchant. 
	Before Islam came to West Africa the many nomadic people of West Africa were polytheistic. The West Africans believed in Animist gods. This fit their daily needs. They could see their gods and to them, their gods helped them with their day to day lives. When The Songhay Empire was made, it adopted Islam, and the bureaucrats converted. This is again because Islam had an easily applicable political structure. Although The Songhay was Islamic and so was the bureaucracy, the common people were allowed to keep their polytheistic beliefs. This is because the bureaucrats thought themselves better than the common people and thought they should get salvation and the people they ruled did not need to. Also the people of Songhay were fine with just keeping their normal practices and traditions.
	Before the Songhay, West Africa did not have much writing. They had only a spoken language (Bantu). This is because West Africa were largely illiterate and did not find it useful to keep a lot of records. It would only take up needed space while traveling. West Africans were nomads and traveled around a lot. They did not have room for written documents. With the Songhay that changed. They started writing in Arabic, and they had universities that taught people. This is because Islam greatly values intellect and learning. What stayed the same was The West Africans still spoke their same language, Bantu,  but they used Arabic to write it because Bantu did not have a written language and Islam used Arabic.  
	
	
	


