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Character Study
D’Artagnan
	I have quite a hard time identifying with characters from books that I have read, because I do not connect with myself with them at the time of reading. I usually like to keep me and my world completely separate as I immerse myself in the world being revealed to me; however, I have found that a few of my qualities parallel with the character D’Artagnan from Alexandre Dumas’s book The Three Musketeers. We strongly cherish friendship, pursue our ambitions with all our effort, and are romantics.
	D’Artagnan holds his friends very dear to his heart. He would not trade them for anything, and he is happy to share everything with his friends: his food, his money, and his home. He is also happy to help his friends to the best of his capabilities whenever they may have a problem. Towards the end of The Three Musketeers when D’Artagnan is offered a great promotion, he tells each of his three best friends they should take the promotion instead. This shows how much he cares for them; he would rather his friends get a promotion than he. When he gets promoted, instead of elated, he is in despair because he would not be united with his friends anymore. I also greatly cherish my friends. I am infinitely grateful to have such wonderful friends. My best friends have helped me through the hardest times in my life, and I do not know where I would be without them. I genuinely love my best friends and I always will help them when they need it. 
	D’Artagnan and I both have an ambition that we strive for and put all our effort into. For D’Artagnan this is (well was, until he achieved it) to become one of the king’s Musketeers like his father. He sets out from Gascony alone to pursue this goal of his and does everything he can to reach it. He gets in several fights, thwarts plots, and helps important people, showing his skill, courage, and willingness. After some arduous, but fun, years he finally becomes a Musketeer. I have my own ambitions. One is to be accepted to Harvard University, and the other is to make an important lasting difference in the world that will leave it significantly better than it is now. For a long time I have been pursuing this goal by working as hard as I can in school and doing my very best, because the key to potentially helping the world is by being educated. Being educated opens doors and can give me opportunities to further my goal. Like with D’Artagnan, pursuing my goal is difficult, but it has been, is, and will be very fun as well. I do greatly enjoy learning. We both enjoy the process of reaching our greatest goals. 
	Although D’Artagnan shows it more than I do, we are both romantics. D’Artagnan loves to love. He falls in love fairly easily and would go to great ends for love. At first sight he falls in love with Madame Bonacieux, and likewise he is immediately infatuated with Milady when he first sees her. Many of his adventures happen because of his infatuation with Madame Bonacieux or the infamous Milady. He travels all the way to Britain and back for Madame Bonacieux. I also tend to fall for people fairly easily (although not at first sight and to such a dramatic extent as Romeo or his Juliet); I have had many crushes in my relatively short life and thought that I was in love too many times. I believe love itself is a great feeling, and when I have someone that I can express my love for, I love doing so. I enjoy writing poems expressing my love, complimenting my love, etc. Love is an important part of both our lives. 
	We may not be completely alike, for D’Artagnan is certainly more hot headed than I am,  and I not as brave as he is, not to mention he is a seventeenth century Frenchman and I a twenty-first century Bosnian. Despite all our differences we do enjoy some important shared qualities: we both place a lot of value into our best companions, without whom we would not be as well off as we are, we both have great ambitions that we arduously strive for, we both love greatly, and we both have interesting names! 
  
