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[bookmark: _GoBack]Hinduism in South Asia or India and Confucianism in Eastern Asia or China both cement social hierarchy. They do this through the traditions of their class, the benefits and status that wealth brings, and their patriarchal societies that suppressed women.  
Hinduism and Confucianism both cement social hierarchy using class.  In both societies you are born into your class, and it is difficult for you to change the class that you are in. It is difficult because in both societies the people in your class and the ethics and traditions of your society encourage you to not change class. In China you will bring shame to your family by trying to change classes. Trying to change your class causes an imbalance and you might lose the Mandate of Heaven, which is one of the most important concepts in Chinese beliefs. An example of the hate of class movement can be found in the classical Chinese view of merchants. They move around and have the ability to change class so the other people of China dislike them. They don’t like people changing class because they need enough people to farm and hold up the government, and aristocracy should be limited to people of royal blood or the very well educated. This shame, hate, and peer pressure cements social hierarchy by making the people want to stay in their class. While in Hinduism the people only interact with others of their caste. They do not associate with or talk to people outside their caste. It is like that because touching or associating with someone of a lower caste gives you bad Karma, while associating with people of higher caste can get you in trouble as well.  There was also a level of mistrust between people of different castes because you don’t know those people. You go to school with people of only your caste, and you only associate with your caste. You cannot trust people you do not know. This mistrust and religious merit cements social hierarchy.  These are also the differences. They both use class to cement social hierarchy but Confucianism focuses on balance while Hinduism focuses on religion. Confucianism is all about balance and the Mandate of Heaven. You need to have farmers to provide food for the government, aristocracy to control the farmers, and a ruler to control the aristocracy. This balance, and the Mandate of Heaven would be lost if people could easily change classes. If rulers did not rule then there would be rebellion, if aristocrats did not control farmers, again rebellion, and no money, if farmers did not farm, then there would be famine. All of those are signs of the Mandate of Heaven being lost. People do not want the Mandate of heaven lost, so they frown upon class changing. Hindus focus on religion and their Karma. You get karma by following your castes Dharma. You need act like a person of your caste because you were born into your caste on purpose. That means no association with people of other classes, especially people of a lower caste. These things bring bad Karma. You work hard to be able to move up in your next life, and you do not want to go back down. This causes separation of people through caste and cements social hierarchy because of this separation. Both Confucianism and Hinduism use class to cement social hierarchy by their people and beliefs. Hindus focus on their religion while Confucians on balance.
	Both Confucianism and Hinduism use how wealthy you are to cement social hierarchy. In both societies the wealthiest within your class is higher up than poorer people, and typically higher classes are wealthier than lower ones. Aristocrats are usually wealthier than peasants, and artisans are usually wealthier than untouchables. An untouchable that has somehow accumulated some wealth is in a higher sub caste than a poor untouchable, a peasant with a lot of land is better than a peasant with a little land. You need wealth to some degree to be in the higher class. Aristocrats, artisans, rulers, Brahmins, all the higher classes need to be wealthy enough, or have enough land to have enough food to live and still be able to have enough time to learn and practice new skills. A peasant can only farm because he is poorer and that is what he has to do all day to be able to survive. Wealth is a barrier to class change and cements social hierarchy because you need wealth to be able to move up.  The difference between Hinduism and Confucianism is how wealth is used to move up in class along with how the lack of wealth hinders your ability to move up. Hinduism focuses on land while Confucianism focuses on education. A Hindu man could sometimes change his caste if he has obtained a large amount of land and money, or to pay a Brahmin to do a ritual to change his class, or give his family enough good karma to be in a better caste in their next lives. The point is that you need to gather more wealth to sometimes move up in the caste. If you do not have wealth, your chances of moving up your caste are very low. This need of wealth cements social hierarchy.  While in Confucianism a man may only change his class by passing the civil service exam and become a bureaucrat. The majority of people that pass the civil service exam are aristocrats. This is because they have enough wealth to be able to spend their time studying and can pay tutors to help them. This gives wealthy people a big advantage. Peasants rarely pass or even take the exam because they spend all their time farming. They have to farm all day to be able to sustain themselves. There is no time for independent study, and no money for a tutor. This lack of wealth in farmers is a big disadvantage and cements social hierarchy by not giving the farmers the opportunity to get into a higher class.  Both Hinduism and Confucianism use wealth and peoples lack of wealth to cement social hierarchy by lowering their ability to get into a higher class because of lack of money.
	Confucianism and Hinduism cement social hierarchy using patriarchy and in some way suppressing women. China and India are both patriarchal civilizations in the classical time period. Men are valued more than women because in both societies it is very important to take care of and providing for your family. In both the Hindu and Confucian cultures men were the ones that could do this. They farmed, and handled the family’s affairs. They were in the public eye and their work was valued more. The difference is how the men provided for their families and what kind of work was valued. Education is very important in Confucianism, while religion and karma was important in Hinduism. Men were the only ones allowed to take the Confucian civil service exam and raise their family’s status. They could become Shi Mandarin. Because men were the only ones able to raise the family’s status, they were valued more. In Hindu culture only the men could become a higher class in their next life. Women would become a man of the same class. The man had a Dharma, while the woman’s dharma was based on the man in her life, either her father or husband. Only the man could change their family’s status or give the family more karma by gathering wealth or doing the rituals necessary to increase your good karma thus increasing your chances of moving up in the caste in the next life. The man’s ability to change the family’s caste is why men were valued more. This cemented social hierarchy because the woman would always be lower than the man.  Hinduism and Confucianism used patriarchy to cement social hierarchy by keeping the man above the woman. 

