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Current Event
Santa Clara teens plead guilty to May kidnapping.
By Janelle Stechlein. The Salt Lake Tribune.
	In May three teens, two who were 16 and one who was 17 years old, decided that It would be fun to kidnap someone. They randomly kidnapped a 14 year old girl who was out jogging. They threw her in the back of their locked and covered pickup truck. The girl managed to escape and the police tracked down the boys and car. Last Month they pleaded guilty in juvenile court to third-degree felony kidnapping. They were sentenced to 30 days in juvenile detention and probation but those sentences were suspended as long as they do not commit any more crimes, go through a victimization treatment program, pay restitutions to the girl, and stay away from the girl except to do a victim-offender mediation program. The victim’s family expressed that they did not want the teens to be locked up; they just wanted the teens to understand how the victim was affected and how she is still being affected, and that their decision was very bad. 
	If I was the victim I would be very angry, thinking “What kind of dumb prank is kidnapping someone? Who would think up something so stupid!” getting kidnapped would make me very paranoid. How could I ever be outside alone without thinking that someone is going to snatch me up? I would want the people to be examined to see if they had any mental problems. No normal person thinks suddenly that kidnapping would be fun. They need to be examined, helped, and locked up as a last resort. They are teens so it would be easier to help them with a disorder, but the reason for jail is to get people harmful from society away from it. If it is found that the teens cannot be helped then they need to be locked away lest they do something like this again. 
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