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Mothers of Scouts struck by lightning recall boys’ friendship
By Lindsay Whitehurst
Salt Lake Tribune
[bookmark: _GoBack]	David Rayborn (12) and Sean Smith (13) were inseparable best friends. They did everything together, but now Sean is alone. He lost his best friend last summer when he was hit by lightning during a boy scout camping trip. Sean and David were playing horseshoes during free time period at the camp. The it started to rain and hail and the group scattered for shelter with some going to cars and another group of kids and adults went up to the ridge line; The kids were supposed to be instructed to go to the mess hall 100 feet away. Sean had asthma and fell behind so David slowed down and walked with him. While hiking up alone, when they got within 30 feet of a lean to, David was struck by lightning in the chest, and Sean was indirectly struck. They both lost consciousness and Sean woke up to find David ten feet away. He ran to the lean to for help but David couldn’t be alive. David’s body was then placed in an ambulance with Sean with him. Sean is devastated and so are the families. They feel that “If they had gone into the mess hall instead of hiking to the top of the ridge, my son would be here with me,” (David’s mom). They are suing the Boy Scouts for America for not following their safety guidelines and not directing the kids to where they should have gone. 
	If I was in Sean’s position; I would feel horrible. I can only imagine how lonely it must be having your best friend die next to you. I would probably be blaming myself. I would probably beat myself up over not being able to be faster and for not deciding to go to the mess hall. Those thoughts would be tormenting. I would also be shocked. It could have been Sean instead of David. Sean was very close to dying with or instead of David. 
