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Defense of Poetry
Poetry’s Value
	Many people despise poetry. They believe that poetry is a superfluous aspect of life that should be avoided at all costs. Many loathe the day in English classes when the teacher mentions the cursed word. Some want the nefarious thing to be gone from this world for it is useless and a waste of time, effort, and stress. Despite these many negative opinions about poetry, poetry has true value in the world: it is an outlet for the emotions pent up in troubled or even elated souls, it has intellectual value, and it is entertaining. These things make poetry, whether one likes it or not, something of importance that must be preserved. 
	Poetry is and always will be a way to express oneself. Many famous poets can be seen using poetry to express feelings or thoughts: Edgar A. Poe expressed his sorrow in The Raven, “vainly I had sought to borrow from my books surcease of sorrow – sorrow for the lost Lenore”, Shakespeare expressed sadness in an unnamed sonnet,
“Alas the grief and dedly wofull smert : 
The carefull chaunce shapen afore my shert ;
 The sorrowfull teares, the sighes hote as fyer, 
That cruell love hath long soked from myn hert.
 And for reward of our greate desire
 Disdaynful dowblenes have I for my hier”,
Virginia Woolf expressed her thoughts of life in The Death of the Moth, “Just as life had been strange a few minutes before, so death was now as strange”, and Langston Hughes expressed elation in Life is Fine, “Life is fine! Fine as wine! Life is fine” Besides famous poets, many regular people turn to poetry for expression of their feelings. From children, to teens, to adults, poetry is used for this purpose. In hard times in my own life, when I was in a state of self-loathing and internal despair, I do not think I would have lasted without flooding my feelings in a creative form onto paper. In an opposite example, when I had times when I felt happiness or love, I would also write out my feelings. This anecdote could have easily come from any teenager or adult. Around 56% of non-users of poetry say that poems provide comfort at difficult times while 88% of users say the same (Schwarts, Goble, English, and Bailey). It is a comforting friend that never fails to be present when needed. 
	Poetry, like any literary work, has intellectual value. One who reads a poem can learn a lot, “The figure a poem makes. It begins in delight and ends in wisdom... in a clarification of life - not necessarily a great clarification, as sects and cults are founded on, but in a momentary stay against confusion” (Frost).  Poems have many messages of wisdom to convey to readers. A simple poem can tell someone to take less travelled paths as in Robert Frost’s The Road Not Taken, and a lengthy one can tell one to not succumb to greed like in William Shakespeare’s Macbeth. Poetry even teaches morals and religion; the entire Quran, the Islamic holy book, is poetry in Arabic. A majority of the world love and see academic and intellectual value in books, poetry has the same value. There is a reason that many schools have students analyze and study poetry: it benefits the students who analyze it. 60% of non-users of poetry admit that poetry keeps your mind sharp, while 87% of users say the same (Schwarts, Goble, English, and Bailey). Learning poetry can teach one a great mastery of the language it is in. Poetry is a clever and artistic manipulation of language, and to be able to understand it or create it, one has to have quite a proficiency in the language. This can be evident when looking at translations of poetry. Many people say that something is lost in the translation of poetry; Frost even said that, “Poetry is what gets lost in translation”. This is because the poem was created from a manipulation of the language it was written in, not the one it was translated to. The manipulation of language, that is lost in translation, is the poetry. 
	Besides being a thing of intellectual value and an outlet of emotion, poetry is a wonderful form of entertainment. It can tell stories just as well as any book. It pleases the ear as much as any other form of music. One can find poetry on the radio, in stores, and on the internet. It is a popular leisure activity. Not everyone may enjoy poetry but there are many who do, and their lives would be unfulfilled without it. Amy Lowell once said that, “Without poetry the soul and heart of man starves and dies” this is what many would feel if poetry was taken from the world. Many people highly regard entertainment as something important to the world: some say that the world would be dull without music; what is poetry but music of language, some say that the world would be dull without art; what is poetry but art of words, and some say that like would be dull without poetry. Poetry is dramatic, funny, sad, infuriating, offensive, complimenting, and soothing. It is a fine example of entertainment. 
	Poetry: it is hated, and it is loved. Nevertheless, it is useful. It is a medicine for the ill soul and a yell of jubilation for the pleased one. Poetry helps many people express their best and worst emotions: Love, joy, sadness, and hatred. It preaches the wisdom, morals, and ideas of its creators. Analyzing and studying can help reveal its secrets and teach a student a mastery of language. Lastly, it is fun to read and entertaining. One may not like poetry, but it has great value and would be solemnly missed if it was gone. Poetry is an important part of the world. 
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