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Nuclear Energy
	Nuclear energy should continue to be used. There is much debate between nuclear energy usage.  In the U.S there are one hundred four nuclear power plants in sixty-four sites in thirty-one states that produce twenty percent of all the U.S’ electricity. It supplies electricity to sixty million homes each year. About three million Americans live within ten miles of an operating nuclear power plant.  Many people are against nuclear energy because they fear radiation and there is a negative connotation with the word nuclear. This is due to things like nuclear bombs, nuclear meltdowns, and nuclear radiation, and of accidents like the recent one in Japan, Chernobyl, and 3-mile Island. So of course the word Nuclear Energy would cause fear in people because they think of all these negative things. Nuclear energy is not as bad as people think. It should be used because it produces a lot of energy, it is low lost, and is low waste. 
	Nuclear power produces a lot of energy. Much more than carbon based energy sources.  One pellet of uranium which is the size of the tip of your pinky can produce the same amount of energy as 17,000 cubic feet of natural gas, 780 pounds of coal, or 149 gallons of oil. Nuclear energy (CASEnergy Coalition).  It also supplies more power than hydro, solar, and wind power combined (US Nuclear Energy Foundation).  Nuclear energy produces twenty percent of electricity in the U.S and more than seventy percent of electricity from “clean” or carbon free sources. It is our county’s largest source of clean power.  While nuclear energy produces a lot of energy, it is also cost effective.
	Nuclear energy costs a lot less than other types of energy, and makes a lot more. It is low cost and stable priced, unlike oil and gas.   A wind farm would need 235 square miles to produce the same amount of electricity as a 1,000-megawatt power plant (CASEnergy Coalition).  You need a lot less uranium to make a lot more energy than in oil, gas, and coal. Getting uranium costs less also. Uranium is a nonrenewable source, but it is so abundant on earth that the source is virtually endless.  The economic activity of a U.S nuclear plant makes about twenty million dollars in state and local tax revenues also. Nuclear energy is cost effective, and it also produces little waste.
	There is actually very little waste produced from nuclear energy compared to carbon based energy sources, and the waste from nuclear energy is a lot less harmful. Many people are scared of radiation from nuclear power plants, but you would actually have to live near a power plant for two thousand years just to get the same amount of radiation exposure that you do from a single medical x-ray.  Less radiation is given odd by a nuclear plant than a coal-burning one. The Waste from nuclear energy is plutonium. While the waste is a lot less than in carbon energy, it can be dangerous, but we can store the plutonium deep underground in specially made containers where it will never mix with the soil, water, or air. Carbon based energy makes poisonous gasses that continually go into the atmosphere and harm our environment.   Nuclear power actually saves lives because it replaces coal plants, which has waste that kills thousands of Americans a year. Nuclear power plants reduce carbon dioxide emissions by more than two billion metric tons a year. That’s two billion tons less pollution in our world and who knows how many lives saved worldwide.  
Nuclear energy costs less than all other energy sources, makes more energy than all others, and produces very little waste that is harmful but is contained better than the more harmful wastes of carbon energy. These are some of the many reasons that nuclear energy should be continued to be used. At least until an even safer and better type of energy can be used, like nuclear fusion. Until then, nuclear energy is our best way of creating electricity and reducing our carbon footprint and saving millions of lives of all types of life worldwide. 
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